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Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305)
Food and Drug Administration
5630 Fishers Lane, Room 1061
Rockville, MD 20852

Re : substances for topical use in compounded prescriptions

Dear Sirs:

Please make sure the following substances are available to
compounding pharmacists:

chloroform

dinitrochlorobenzene

diphenylcycopropenone

squaric acid dibutyl c

DNCB )

ster

All of these have been safely and effectively used topically for
skin conditions. Chloroform was banned in the 1970s by the FDA
due to suspected carcinogenicity in rodents, but recent
literature suggests that compounding it with aspirin is useful
topically for the management of neurogenic pain. It also has
been used by dermatologists for years with chymol for paronychia,
and as far as I know there have been no reports of
carcinogenicity from such use. I found no literature evidence of
carcinogenicity of chloroform in humans attributed to topical use
on human skin.

Sincerely,

‘&&-J&~

Walter H. Wood, M.D.
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Abstract
Aspirin in chloroform as an effective adjuvant in the management of chronic neurogenic
pain.
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Abstract: OBJECTIVE: To evaluate the effectiveness of topical application of aspirin in chloroform as
an adjuvant in the management of chronic neurogenic pain. DESIGN: Intervention study,
nonrandomized before-and-after trial. SETTING: A department of physical medicine and rehabilitation
in a tertiary-care university teaching hospital. PARTICIPANTS: Fifteen adults who presented with
severe, chronic neurogenic pain in whom, conventional methods of treatment were unsuccessful in
alleviating the pain. INTERVENTION: A solution of aspirin (acetyl salicylic acid) in chloroform was
applied over the painful areas. MAIN OUTCOME MEASURES: A numerical scale from Oto 100 was
used to measure the severity of pain. RESULTS: Seventy-four percent of patients showed a good
response, 13°/0had fair response, and in 13°/0there was no response. CONCLUSION: Aspirin in
chIurot’ormsolution is a simple and effective adjuvant in the management of chronic neurogenic pain.
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